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 Serving Clients
 in more than

30 Countries Worldwide
 As a children’s publishing house with clients around 
the world, Kohwai & Young places great emphasis on 
ensuring that its products meet international standards 
of excellence, with content that has universal appeal.

Throughout the years, our wide and varied range of 
products has been well received in the international 
marketplace. Our publications have been translated 
into more than 24 languages, and exported to over 
30 countries.

 • Bangla  
 • Brazilian  
 • Bulgarian
 • Chinese
 • Croatian  
 • Czech  
 • French  
 • Hungarian
• Irish  
 • Italian  
 • Japanese
 • Korean

  • Maltese
 • Mexican  
• Norwegian
 • Polish
• Portuguese
 • Romanian
 • Russian   
• Serbian
 • Spanish  
 • Slovak
 • Thai  
 • Turkish
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 Our One-Stop 
Publishing And

Packaging Operation
 We are a publisher and packager of children’s books 
for both the mass-market, preschool and educational 
market. Our publications include picture books, 
readers, textbooks, workbooks, atlases, teaching aids, 
multimedia products to educational programmes. As 
the creative originator and content developer of new 
products, we are the copyright holder of all our 
publications.

Together with our associates, we have built a 
one-stop, full-fl edged children’s publishing and 
packaging operation, with production and printing 
services for both domestic and international markets.

A member of:
• MABOPA (Malaysian Book Publishers Association) 

• MIPA (Malaysian Intellectual Property Association) 

• MATRADE (Malaysian External Trade Development 

 Corporation)

• SENIMAN (Malaysian Artists Association) 

• SMI Association of Malaysia 

• MBBY (Malaysian Board on Books for Young People) 

• MOF (Ministry of Finance Malaysia - Registered Contractor) 

• FINAS (National Film Development Corporation 

 Malaysia - Licence Holder)

• MBEIA (Malaysian Book Exporters & Importers Association)

IMPRINTS:



BLACKWELLS, LONDON

BORDERS, LONDON

WATERSTONES, LONDON

SLOVENIAFOYLES, LONDON

AMSTERDAM, NETHERLANDS

LUCERN, SWITZERLAND

BEIJING, CHINA

PARIS, FRANCE

PICADILLY CIRCUS, ENGLAND

DOMINION THEATRE, LONDON

KINDERDIJK, NETHERLANDS

BOLOGNA, ITALY

EARL’S COURT, ENGLANDKUALA LUMPUR, MALAYSIA
FRANKFURT, GERMANY

BOOK ETC, LONDON TAIPING ZOO, MALAYSIA

Since our founding nearly 30 years ago in 1992, we have 
specialized in children’s books that are bursting with 
vibrant, colourful photographs and illustrations. Our 
philosophy has always been that the most successful 
children’s books are those that appeal first to the child’s 
eye and then to their mind.  
 
For the earliest preschoolers who are just beginning to 
learn their alphabet, phonics, colours, numbers, shapes 
and sizes, our books have a tremendous visual appeal. 
This promotes a love of books, a love of reading, and a 
desire to progress in their education. Brightly illustrated 
books lead to bright minds. When we nurture a love of 
books and reading, we instill in every child a healthy 
curiosity to understand and succeed in the world. Our 
international partners that have published our books in 
over twenty languages seem to share this view. 
 
Since our range of publications was first exhibited at  
the Frankfurt International Book Fair in 1994, and at  
the Bologna Children’s Book Fair in 1995, we have  
been participating actively in numerous fairs. As well, 
the different cultures we have experienced and friends 
we met in our travels all over the world are a source of 
inspiration to produce books that appeal and attract 
young readers. 
 
With our creative innovations and commitment to 
service, we are focused on making a greater impact in 
the industry. Our dynamic and dedicated marketing 
team handles key accounts in the school, library and 
retail markets, and we are happy for the opportunity to 
formulate a profitable strategy that will work for you.  
We look forward to a successful alliance with you!

Warmest regards, 
 
 
Kohwai Tam 
President

President’s Message
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BUDAPEST, HUNGARY

PARIS, FRANCE

VIENNA, AUSTRIA

PAJUBOOK CITY, SOUTH KOREA

MARBLE ARCH, LONDON

OXFORD STREET, LONDON

BANGKOK, THAILAND

MAESAI, THAILAND

VENICE, ITALY

FRANKFURT, GERMANY

JUYONGGUAN, CHINA

DUBLIN, IRELAND

SHANGHAI, CHINABOLOGNA, ITALY MOSCOW, RUSSIA

HONG KONG
LIAONING, CHINAATHENS, GREECE

Directors
Mr. Kohwai Tam, the founder and president of Kohwai 
& Young Publications, has more than 30 years of 
experience in the fields of marketing, advertising  
and publishing. Although visually-
impaired from an automobile 
accident, Kohwai is still very 
actively involved in the running 
of the company. With books 
having colourful, high quality 
illustrations as well as 
engaging texts, Kohwai 
hopes that his publishing 
projects will bring joy 
and ‘colours’ to the 
minds of less fortunate 
children of the world.

Mr. Young Poh Loon, co-founder and Chief Operating 
Officer of Kohwai & Young Publications, has more than 
18 years of experience in the creative and production 
sectors in the advertising industry.  
A graduate in Communication  
Arts, he has worked at  
international advertising agencies  
such as Ted Bates Malaysia and  
AP Foote Cone & Belding.  
Mr. Young brings considerable  
international expertise in  
photography, video  
production and digital  
audio-visual technique  
to his position at  
Kohwai & Young  
Publications.

E-mail: young@kohwaiyoung.com
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Our Creative Team Of Writers
Robert (Bob) Williams is a professional 
writer, book editor and educational 
consultant with over sixteen years of 
experience in children’s and young 
adult book publishing. He holds a 
bachelor’s degree in English Literature 
from Canada’s prestigious McGill 
University in Montreal, where he lives 
with his wife and two children.

Ernest Lindstrom is a well-established Canadian writer of 
literature, non-fiction, poetry, children’s literature and 
educational texts. He holds master’s degrees in both English 
Literature and Library and Information Sciences from two of 
Canada’s finest colleges, the University of Toronto and 
Université de Montréal. Mr. Lindstrom lives in Thunder Bay, 
Ontario, with his wife and two children.

Rosemary (Rose) Wilson is a professional ESL (English as 
second language) teacher and educationist based in Montreal, 
Canada. She has also enjoyed a long career as a publisher, 
writer and editor-in-chief of a highly respected publishing 
company that has produced critically-acclaimed works of 
children’s and young adult literature. Ms. Wilson grew up in 
the American Midwest and completed her education in both 
Communication Arts and TESL at Loyola University in 
Montreal.

Maxine Slater holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in journalism 
from City University (London, U.K.) and Concordia 
University (Montreal, Canada). Ms. Slater is a well-
established children’s writer-editor in both educational and 
trade book publishing. As well, she has a professional 
background as a marketing consultant for several arts and 
educational organizations. Ms. Slater lives in Montreal with 
her husband and son.

Lynn Mott is a professional writer and editor with over 14 
years of experience. Her specializations are in children’s 
educational publications and in technical documentation for 
the high-technology industries. She holds a bachelor’s degree 
in English from Carleton University, in Ottawa, Canada. She 
currently lives with her husband and son in Winnipeg,  
Manitoba.

Kate Gladden is a professional writer with a wide range of 
experience, as the author of novels, short stories, educational 
plays and several children’s books. She holds a Master of 
Fine Arts degree in Creative Writing from the  
University of Washington in Seattle, U.S.A. She now lives in 
Oregon with her husband, two dogs and two cats.

Jessie Kodish has been an educator of young children for more 
than 15 years. She is a graduate from the U.S.A. with a Bachelor 
of Arts in Early Childhood Education, Bachelor of Science in 
Child Psychology and Diploma in Montessori Education. She is 
the Director of Alpha-Kidz International Preschool and  
Kindergarten, U.S.A. for children aged 3 to 6. She has 
conducted Teacher’s Montessori Training and Phonics 
Workshops, and is also a published children’s book writer.
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Rights Sold:

� French  � Czech  � Spanish

� Hungarian  � Portuguese

� Slovak  � Polish

FLIP CHARTS

COPIES SOLD

173,000
BIG BOOK

COPIES SOLD

195,000

Rights Sold:

� French  � Mandarin (China)

� Mandarin (Taiwan)  � Croatian

� Czech  � German  � Hungarian

� Spanish  � English (Philippines)

COPIES SOLD
262,000

Rights Sold:

� French  � Spanish

� Portuguese  � Russian

� Serbian  � Hungarian  � Czech

COPIES SOLD
250,000

Rights Sold:
� French  � Polish

� Czech  � Slovak

� Spanish  

� Hungarian

COPIES SOLD
183,000

Rights Sold:
� Romanian

� English (Worldwide)

� Norwegian  

� Slovak

COPIES SOLD
126,000

Rights Sold:
� Spanish

� French

� Czech

COPIES SOLD
65,000

Rights Sold:

� French  � Spanish  � Czech

� Dutch  � Polish  � Portuguese

� Slovak  � Serbian 

� Russian  � Mexican

PUZZLE ATLAS

COPIES SOLD

485,000

BIG BOOK

COPIES SOLD

100,000

International Best Seller
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Dato’ Seri Dr. Wan Azizah Binti Wan Ismail, Deputy Prime Minister was at 
Taska Parliament Story Telling session. Our Big Book “Singa dengan Tikus” 
was used in this session, February 2020.

Mr. Young receiving the Mabopa 25th year membership award from YB Tuan 
Haji Khalid B. Abd Samad, Federal Territiory Minister. April 2019.

Mr. Kohwai was interviewed live on BFM 98.9 “Open for Business with Freda 
Liu” where he talked about the business model, the history & objectives of 
Kohwai & Young as well as the challenges in the local & international fronts. 
September 2011
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Awards

Kohwai & Young receiving the  
‘Best Illustrator 1994’ award presented by  
Y.A.B. Dato’ Seri Anwar Ibrahim, the  
Deputy Prime Minister of Malaysia.

Kohwai & Young receiving the ‘Best Book  
Making 2005’ award presented by  
Y.A.B. Tan Sri Haji Mohd. Isa bin Dato’  
Haji Abdul Samad, Federal Territory 
Minister of Malaysia.
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Kohwai & Young receiving the ‘Best 
Illustrator for Buku Bitara MBBY 2006’ 
award presented by the Y. Bhg. Tan Sri 
Abdul Rafie bin Mahat with Datin Paduka 
Hjh Shahaneem Hanoum.

Kohwai & Young received the Certificate  
of “2008 IBBY Honour List” for the 
Illustration Award (from the International 
Board on Books for Young People at 
Copenhagen, Denmark).

INTERNATIONAL BOARD ON BOOKS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE

ILLUSTRATION AWARD

2008 IBBY HONOUR LIST
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With DYMM Sultan Sharafuddin Idris Shah, the Sultan of Selangor With Tun Dr. Mahathir Mohamad, the 4th and 7th Prime Minister

With YAB Marina Mahathir

With YTM Tunku Abdul Rahman Putra 
Haj, Malaysia's 1st Prime Minister

With Datuk Dr. Sheikh Muszaphar 
Shukor, Malaysia’s first astronaut

With DTMM Sultan S

With DTMM Sultan S

With DTMM Sultan S

With DTMM Sultan S

With DTMM Sultan S

With DTMM Sultan S

With YAB Dato’ Sri Mohd Najib Hj Abdul  
Razak, the 6th Prime Minister

With YAB Senator Datuk Abdul Aziz Samsuddin, 
Deputy Education Minister

With Dato Dr. Haji Ahamad bin Sipon,  
Director-General, MOE

With Datuk Mohamad Nor Khalid (Lat)

With Tan Sri Kamaruzaman Shari, 
Datuk Bandar Kuala Lumpur

With Dato’ Seri Anwar Ibrahim, 
Deputy Prime Minister

Kohwai & Young receiving the ‘APECP Excellent 
Child Contributor Award’ for the Children’s 
Publications Award Category, presented by DYTM 
Tuanku Hajjah Lailatul Shahreen Akashah Khalil, 
Raja Puan Muda Perlis.

“2021 IBBY Malaysia Honour List” award for 
‘My Big, Big World’. Mr. Young receiving 
“2021 IBBY Malaysia Honour List” award for 
‘My Big, Big World’ from Dato’ Ahmad Redza 
Bin Ahmad Khairuddin, President IBBY 
Malaysia. 
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The Indomitable Duo by Magali Tardivel-Lacombe
We are featured in Frankfurt Book Fair’s blog!
The indomitable duo by Magali Tardivel-Lacombe / 2010

Meeting with Kohwai & Young, founders and directors of the publishing house bearing their name, in 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

You have heard of Asterix and Obelix, right? Laurel and Hardy? How about Kohwai & Young? Believe 
me, they also deserve their moment of fame as another indomitable pair!

As soon as we crossed the threshold of their publishing house, before even catching a glimpse of 
our two subjects, we easily inferred that they were a couple of characters. The receptionist politely 
informed us that we had to remove our footwear and put on one of the pairs of fl ip-fl ops stored in some 
lockers nearby. By a stroke of luck, Jeremy and I immediately found our exact size. Then we waited 
in front of a large pool rippling with some lovely fat carps. Kohwai later told us that raising fi sh is his 
favourite pastime, so he just had to have some at his offi ce as well!

Young was the fi rst one to welcome us, in the company’s mini bar. We fi nally entered the large, bright-
ly-lit meeting room where Kohwai sat like a king at the head of the table.

As his thick, black sunglasses immediately suggested, he is blind. We hardly need specify that the traffi c accident which cost him his sight at age 24 
changed his life. At the time, he was working in an advertising fi rm, and he had to leave his job. “Then one day, I had an idea. My children, who were then 
aged 2 and 3, showed me a terrible black and white alphabet book. I could still just make out the pictures. The book really was awful! Yet, it has been 
published by the biggest Malaysian publisher. So I thought to myself, if that’s the case, I wouldn’t mind being the smallest Malaysian publisher. That was 
how it all began. And deep down inside, I wanted to show my children that they didn’t have just a blind father, but an injured father, whose disability didn’t 
keep him from still being competent, and even brilliant!” Young, his colleague and friend from the earliest years, followed him into the adventure — dare 
we say “with his eyes closed”?

Kohwai & Young use all possible and imaginable channels to 
make their books available throughout Malaysia: bookshops, 
of course, but also supermarket chains, nurseries and public li-
braries, and even door-to-door sales which work quite well. The 
books are also used as a premium by the milk and chocolate 
companies in their promotional packages.

In the end, even though we get the impression that these two business-
men are not really passionate about literature, I nevertheless ask them 
my trademark question about which book they would take to a desert 
island. They burst out laughing, and it is fi nally Kohwai who answers by 
saying without batting an eyelid: “On a desert island, I wouldn’t have 
any time to read. I would be too busy looking for Eve!”

Kohwai and Young also have a blog!

“You understand,” adds Young, “if you want to 
concentrate on the international market, you must 
make books that everyone can accept, and which 
children will spontaneously love. That’s why we 
adopted a semi-realist style, like Walt Disney. Our 
illustrators are trained in that technique, and that 
is what constitutes our strong point in comparison 
with other Asian publishers whose illustrations are 
left more to chance and avoid realism, for example 
in how they draw castle architecture.” With this 
method, which they pursue thoroughly by 
bringing back best-selling books from their
 travels and using them as references, Kohwai 
& Young can boast of being one of the leading 
Asian publishers exporting their children’s books 
to Europe.

Today, the two sidekicks are over fi fty, 
and have a catalogue of over 400 titles to 
their name. Their fl agship idea is to design 
illustrated, western-style books at Malaysian 
prices. On the face of it, that means making the 
books available to the most underprivileged 
children. But digging deeper, the goalis 
indeed to eventually reach western markets. 
The vast majority of books are in English to 
facilitate exporting and sale of copyright, espe-
cially at international book fairs. What’s more, the 
seven authors who work for the publishing 
house are North American, and all work by 
correspondence. Not only are several of the 
titles published by Kohwai & Young an adapta-
tion of the classics of western literature, such as 
the Fables of La Fontaine, Andersen, Grimm or 

Perrault, but their illustrations are decidedly international. Kohwai states, “I still 
have 4% of my sight in my left eye, so I can work on the books by almost touching 
them to my face. I can only see bright colours, so that fi ts my job perfectly since 
children love those types of colours, kind of like how women only like cash!” 
He lets out a hearty laugh.

Translated into more than 24 languages in over 
30 countries, their bestsellers (around 80 ti-
tles) have sold over 500,000 copies. First prize 
would have to go to their large atlas of the world, 
which has sold over 2 million copies. “This book 
is a good example of how we work. It costs only 
10 ringgits here [about EUR 2.50], but sells for 
USD20 in the United States, not only because it is 
printed on better quality paper, but also because 
its price is adapted to the American market. It’s a 
killer product for us.”

Despite these international activities, 
the two buddies do not forget their own 
country. In addition to children’s books 
on learning English, they also publish 
Malaysian legends in English and Ma-
lay. Although two books of the local 
legends series, ‘The Princess of Mount 
Ophir’ and ‘Si Tanggang The Ungrateful 
Son’ won the 2008 prize for illustration 
at the International Board on Books for 
Young People (IBBY), neither of the two 
publishers is particularly proud of the 
fact. “For us,” Young states, “if a book 
wins a prize, that means its popularity 
will quickly die down. What is rewarded 
is inventiveness, and originality. That 
means the book will only attract a small 

number of readers, and that we will have to stop printing it only a few 
months later since, in reality, no one is buying it.” The Malay catalogue 
therefore mainly lists Western classics and educational books, such 
as the brightly-coloured ABC book we previously mentioned Kohwai 
dreaming of. “The leading Malaysian publisher kept its market posi-
tion, but now I am second, just behind them, so I’m happy with that,” 
he chuckles.

PRESS PROFILE OF KOHWAI & YOUNG
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• Creator  • Copyright Holder
• Content Developer  • Publisher
• Packager  • Distributor

12, Jalan Seri Sentosa 3, Taman Seri Sentosa.
6.5 Mile Jalan Klang Lama, 58000 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.
Tel: 603-7772 4230   Fax: 603-7772 4231

      young@kohwaiyoung.com

      www.facebook.com/kohwaiyoung

      www.kohwaiyoung.com

      @kohwaiyoung

      @kohwaiyoung
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Best Illustrator AwardBest Book 
Making 
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Best Illustrator 
for Buku Bitara 

MBBY Award

APECP Excellent  
Child Contributor
Award

IBBY Honour 
List Illustration 

Award, Copenhagen
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